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1st April 2021 
 
Press Release  
 
Conservative Friends of Sri Lanka (CFSL) represents the rich ethnic diversity in Sri Lanka and Britain 
and our membership is inclusive, comprising people from all backgrounds, ethnicities and religions, 
be they Sinhalese, Tamil, Muslim, Burgher, Buddhist, Hindu or Christian. 
 
The long association of Sri Lanka with Britain spans over hundreds of years is very unique. Sri Lanka 
remembers with affection the outright gift of the Mahaweli Hydro Electric Scheme by the then 
Conservative Prime Minister, the late Rt. Hon. Margaret Baroness Thatcher. This cemented a very 
close relationship between the UK and Sri Lanka when late PM Thatcher represented the magnanimity 
of the British public when she personally attended the inauguration of the project in Sri Lanka, at the 
height of a civil war with a rebel terrorist organisation. The people of Sri Lanka have never forgotten 
this. This was a major development in generation of hydroelectric power and irrigation of land for crop 
cultivation. 
 
Incidentally, Sri Lanka was the only country from South Asia to formally support the UK in the Falklands 
War. 
 
Many who benefited from the free health and education systems in Sri Lanka today serve as highly 
qualified professionals in diverse fields in Britain, and are a great asset to the British economy. The 
engagement of Sri Lanka with the UN international community continues to be enhanced by our brave 
men and women in uniform taking part in global peacekeeping missions in the past sixty years. 
 
The geographical position of the country along the main trade route between East and West, and 
related security concerns in the Indian Ocean makes Sri Lanka a valuable partner in trade and related 
services. 
 
Our members are assisting the Conservative Party, by taking part in canvassing and other activities 
both during election time and regular constituency activities. 
 
Our message to the International Community and United Kingdom is to engage positively with our 
beautiful Island of Sri Lanka in Trade, investment, tourism, digital technology, climate change and 
environment, so all its peoples will prosper. Peace and reconciliation within our communities is at the 
heart of our objectives. 
 
We will continue to encourage the close cooperation which both countries have enjoyed over the 
years. CFSL appreciates the sensitive nature of the recently adopted resolution by the UNHRC looking 
into Human Rights in Sri Lanka. However, the relationship between these two nations extends far 
beyond this aspect, and we seek to strengthen our collaboration despite the outcome of such external 
actions. 
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